CHAPTER X

If it is observable that the taste, ear, and talent for
music prevail among the inhabitants of the mountain dis-
tricts of the world far more extensively than among the
populations of the plains, it is no less true that nearly all
persons belonging to the exalted spheres of life, for in-
stance, emperors and kings and their consorts, as well as
princes and princesses of the blood, are not only passion-
ately fond of music, but frequently absolute melomaniacs.
In none of the reigning houses, however, is this particular
branch of art developed to such an extent as in the Hohen-
zollern family. Thus the collection of the compositions
for the flute by Frederick the Great discovered some ten
years ago in the lumber rooms of the cc Neues Palais " at
Potsdam, and recently published after being edited by
Professor Spitta, proves that the royal patron of Voltaire,
and the founder of Prussia's military power was no mere
dilettante, but a real genius in the art of composition.
Prince Louis Ferdinand, the son of Frederick the Great's
brother, who courted and met with a premature death
at Saalfeld, while rashly engaging the French enemy,
against strict orders, showed, with all his eccentricities,
remarkable musical gifts, leaving in fact behind him a
variety of compositions for orchestras. He also wrote
a march which is published under his name.

Among the collection of marches constantly used in the
Prussian army, is one composed by Frederick-William III.

157 the following chapter.ing
